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Expert Round-Up Topic: What are your on-stage/on-camera tips for
authors to develop or improve their speaking presence?

EMILIA FLORES

Going on stage and standing in
front of a large audience can be a
little scary at first, but with all the
dedication | put into my writing, |
should be able to apply that
passion and commitment to my on-
camera presence as well. To be a
great on-camera or on-stage speaker, | need to work on my eye
contact, speaking loud enough for people to hear, and projecting my
voice and energy. When I'm presenting, it's also important to have a
strong stance and stand tall. Il have more energy and confidence!

SUMMER WRITING WORKSHOP
AND CRITIQUE GROUP
ENONFICTION

Join us for this
unique summer
writing workshop
and peer critique
group beginning
June 7th. If you're
seeking support
getting your writing
projects across the
finish line, you won't
want to miss this
opportunity.

CLICK HERE FOR
COURSE DETAILS
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/emilia. flores-649a40236/
ADITI PAUL
Presence is created by cultivating immediacy with the audience. This

can primarily be achieved by being mindful of our non-verbal cues in
terms of eye contact, paralanguage, and navigating physical space.
Before expanding on this, | should clarify that non-verbals are
essential in augmenting an author’s verbal message. Hence, the first
order of business is for the author to rehearse and perfect their verbal
message and then focus on the non-verbal strategies described below.

On-camera:

® Look into the camera instead of the screen on Zoom calls

® Place the camera at an Intimate(close up headshot with
indiscernible shoulders), close personal (close-up shot with visible
head and shoulders), or far personal (model’s body visible from
the waist up) distance

© Smile/emote

® Use hand gestures, facial expressions, and vocal variation to
complement your verbal message. This includes inflection, taking
pauses, and giving the audience time to respond,

® Manage vocal fillers

On-stage:

° In addition to all the above, utilize the Space on the stage—move
around. This serves two purposes: (a) physical movement sustains
the audience’s attention, and (b) it gives authors an opportunity to
create a sort of “closeness” with different segments of the audience
as they pace the stage. It is also a great way to flush out anxiety.

Lastly, authors should not be hesitant to improvise. The best speech is
one that feels conversational. I'd encourage authors to invite their
audience into their talk. In doing so, their original plan may be
altered. Be flexible enough to do so.

www.draditipaul.com
AARON GRAY

To improve your speaking presence, just slow down. As a new or
inexperienced speaker, you may notice a learning curve between
authoring a book and speaking on stage. Though you may be great
with words, these two skills are markedly different. As such, you might
find it difficult to articulate yourself vocally the way that you'd like.
This is due to performance anxiety. When we get nervous, one of the

Our new online
mastermind groups
for authors have
been a big hit with
participants! Access
is free to Authority
and VIP members of
the Nonfiction
Authors Association.
Learn more about
mastermind groups
for authors,

ot/ o e

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE
REPORTS FOR AUTHORS

- i

Learn about self-
publishing,
traditional
publishing, book
reviews, speaking
professionally, book
marketing strategies
and much more with
our comprehensive
free reports.
DOWNLOAD
REPORTS HERE
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first things that happens is that we speak very quickly in an attempt to
speed up the process. This tends to make it harder for people to
understand you.

To exude confidence, be slow and deliberate whilst talking.
Slowing down your speech rate tends to convey more trust to
people, which makes them more likely to listen and engage with
what you're saying. In particular, it helps to enunciate each word
and stretch out vowel sounds.

You could even count to three every time you finish a sentence.
You'll notice that your speech comes across much clearer, and
you'll skip over far fewer words in the process. Most of the time,
your audience won't notice that you're making these small
changes. But whether they realize it or not, they'll hang on to every
word you say.

https://nobsmarketplace.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aarongray0001/

CHRISTINA BUTLER

Having a camera in your face with the red “RECORDING” button
blazing can be intimidating. It doesn’t have to be, though. After two
decades working in front of the camera in my previous life as a
television anchor and reporter | can tell you this: treat the camera like
a person. Pretend it's a third guest at your interview party. Make eye
contact briefly, but please do not stare into it. Look at the host when
answering questions they asked you. Glance at the camera at the start
of an important point or during a particularly impactful statement,
but always return your eye contact to the person interviewing you.

Also, know when to stop talking. The awkward interview moments
happen when guests continue to speak past the point of making
their point. Simply confidently answer the question, then stop
talking and smile. The host will take it from there! And speaking of
confidently answering questions, you can more than likely predict
at least three of the questions you will be asked. Do not memorize
your answers, but do memorize the key messages you want to
share. Memorizing leads to stumbling and derailing. Trust yourself
to be the expert on your work and have fun being in the spotlight!

http://www.speaktrainingdevelopment.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/christinabutler717/

SIMON HANSEN

A three-step strategy comprising extensive research, genuineness, and
practice is key to mastering public speaking.

Write a Nonfiction
Book

Self-Publish a Book

Get a Traditional
Book Deal

Create Revenue
Streams

Help Me With
Everything!

OVERWHELMIED BY THE
B eusustinG noustay? By

- .- WE CAN HELP YOU
%‘i REACH YOUR GOALS ' —

We offer a
tremendous amount
of educational
resources, a
supportive member
community, partner
discounts, and many
more benefits to
help you navigate'
your publishing
journey and achieve
your goals.

JOIN us!
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The first step authors should take in Ppreparing their speeches is
figuring out who their audience is. Knowing details such as their
estimated age range, profession, and the like can help authors
craft their message better and interact more effectively with their
audience.

After establishing an approach, it's important for authors to
remember how important it is to deliver valuable and genuine
insight to their audience. A speech that is both valuable and
authentic is one of, if not the most important part of public
speaking.

Last but not least, authors shouldn't shy away from practicing their
public speaking skills. Constantly honing and improving your skills
will make it easier for you to really master public speaking.

vwww.topworidife.com
DIANNA BOOHER

1. Stand in the ready position: If you've ever played a sport, you
recall that your coach had you do drills where you stood on the
balls of your feet with your knees slightly bent so you could pivot
in any direction and move quickly. The same principle can be
applied to speaking. Keep your trunk relaxed (not rigid) but stand
alert to convey the impression of energy, openness, and
connection with the audience.

2. Gesture naturally; never choregraph your movements. You want
to be authentic, not artificial. Audiences assume that your body
language reflects your writing style and message.

3. Add pizazz to your voice. That means variation. Vary your voice-
volume, pace, inflection, intonation, and speaking rate.

BooherResearch.comhitt

p:/fwwwi.booherbookcamp.com/
Twitter<https://mobile.twitter.com/diannabooher>
LinkedIn<https://www.linkedin.com/in/dianna booher?
trk=nav_responsive_tah_profile>
Facebook<https://www.facebook.com/dianna.booher>
YouTube<https://www.youtube.com/user/diannabocher/ video
s?flow=grid&view=1>

Pinterest<http://pinterest.com/diannabooher/>
STEPHANIE SCHELLER

Most important tip is to get out there and practice! Record videos and
book gigs, even if you have to speak for free and even ifyou're
speaking to groups of 2-3 people! But get out there and actually DO it
Record yourself whenever possible and evaluate afterwards so you
can select one thing at a time to work on improving, but you're never
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Since 2010, the
Nonfiction Writers
Conference has been
conducted entirely
online. Events are
held in May and
November each year
and feature top
industry speakers
and a variety of
benefits for
attendees. Join us!
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nference.com
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going to master the art of
public speaking without getting onstage. STEPHANIE CHANDLER AND KARLW, PALACHUR

Read books on how comedy works and understand that it takes time
to fine-tune your personal sense of humor for the stage, but it's also
really important to grasp this if you want to be an engaging speaker.

0K

Try out various ideas, and don't be afraid to borrow jokes that feel PUBLISHING PLAN
quintessentially you, THE PROFESSIONAL GUIDE TO.

As far as content goes, my speaking coach always says, “Never make a
point without a story, and never tell a story without making a point.”
Our brains need the opportunity to bask in storytelling, which is easy
for us to follow and requires minimal effort, to help the rest of the
speech sink in. But the point that follows the story has to make sense!

Lastly, do not bring a script onstage! I've seen it all...detailed index
cards, sheafs of paper, prompters...not only do they regularly fail the
performer, but it means that the speaker is more focused on their
script than on the audience and, at the end of the day, the audience is
the reason you're there! Give them your FULL attention. They are
worth it.

http://www._thestephaniescheller.com/

SHARON GELTNER It's free and it's fun!

Join us here.
An author is accustomed to writing in silent solitude. Appearing before

strangers and rising to the occasion of public speaking takes a whole
other set of, usually undeveloped, skills. That can be very intimidating!

My tips are:

Make sure to read from your book. (Many inexperienced authors
talk about their book, around their book, describe their book,
wave their book around, but never actually READ from their book.)

MAILING LIST

When you do read from your book, make sure to look up. Directly
address the audience and make eye contact. Do not bury your

nose in the book and keep your head down and mumble. Say it Get occasional news,

loud and proud., event
announcements and

This means memorizing a few short phrases at home, before you updates by joining

8o to the podium. But that discipline and forethought will make
you more of a performer and show off your book to good effect.

our email list

Think of it not as a boring recital, but show biz!

https://muckrack.com/sharon-geltner
https://booktrib.com/2021/03/05/author-sharon-geltner/
https://www.instagram.com/sharongeltner
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sharongeltner/
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If you like this blog post, you'll love our Author Toolkit on how
to become a professional speaker. It includes checklists,
templates, worksheets and more. Check it out!
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